took fire; and Nelson, with true British generosity,
gave orders that the English boats should be put off
to the burning ship, which they had been attacking,
so as to save as many lives as possible. The French
officers gladly accepted the offer of safety, and called
to the captain's son, " the little favourite of the
ship/' to come with them. But lie had received a
sacred trust which he dared not violate. His father
had told him not to move from a spot where he had
stationed him; and the child said he "must obey his
father." That father's voice, they said, would never
call to him again, for he lay mortally wounded upon
the deck; but the boy was resolute. The boat was
therefore put off; and in the lurid light of the flames,
the devoted son was seen on the deck, fastening the
unconscious form of his father to " one of the spars
of the shivered masts:" and soon after, when the
ship exploded, and its burning fragments fell far and
wide, " for one moment the boat's crew had a sight
of a helpless figure bound to a spar, and guided by a
little childish swimmer, who must have gone over-
board with his precious freight just before the explo-

Fidelity is not a virtue that flourishes only in the
West. We know how in the Indian epic, the

R,                  Ramayana, Rama, the noble minded,

filial, fraternal,, and tenderly devoted
to his wife Sita, is represented as resolving to sacri-
fice himself rather than allow his,father, Dasaratha,
king of Ayodhya, to break his pledged word to the
mother of his brother Bharata. He persists in his
resolution, notwithstanding the entreaties of his own
mother, Kausalya, the taunts of his brother Laksh-
mana, and his anxiety for the safety of his wife, who
determines to accompany him in his exile. And when
his father dies, and his brother Bharata visits him,